Strath

4403

Stratosphere

1564, in Henley Street, is national property,
having been bought in 1847. There are also
a Shakespeare museum, the 'Stratford por-
trait/ and King Edward vi.'s grammar school.
The 'New Place' was purchased by Shake-
speare in 1597, and here he died on April
23, 1616. It was razed in 1759 by a vicar of
Stratford, who also felled the poet's mulberry.
Ivs site was acquired as national property in
1861. There is also the beautiful cruciform
church (1332-1500)5 containing Anne Hatha-
way's grave, and the American stained-glass
window of the 'Seven Ages/ In the neigh-
borhood is Shottery, with Anne Hathaway's
cottage. Harvard House was the birthplace
of John Harvard, founder of Harvard Uni-
versity. The town's chief prosperity depends
on the 30,000 or so pilgrims who visit it
yearly; p. 12,340.

Strath, in Scotland, the name given to a
long and wide valley, often with a river run-
ning through it; for example, Strathspey, val-
ley of the Spey.

Strathclyde, a 7th century British king-
dom in the western part, comprising the coun-
try between Clyde and Solway, and having
the fortress town of Alclyde or Dumbarton
for its capital. In 1124 it was permanently
united to the Scottish kingdom under David
I.

Strathcona and Mount Royal, Donald
Alexander Smith, Lord (1820-7914), Ca-
nadian statesman, was born in Forres, Scot-
land. In 1868' he was promoted to be chief
executive officer in Canada. He entered pol-
itical life, and became interested in railroad
building. Through his efforts, the construc-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway was
carried to a successful issue in 1885. In 1897
he was raised to the peerage as Lord Strath-
cona and Mount Royal. He received the de-
gree of LL.D. from Cambridge University in
1887, and from Yale in 1892. At his death
he left a large fortune, $1,735,000 of which,
by the terms of his will, was devoted to edu-
cational purposes. Of this, $500,000 was be-
queathed to Yale University.

Strathspey, a Scottish dance, said to have
originated in the strath or valley of the Spey
about the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury. Its music consists largely of dotted
quavers and semiquavers, but the latter fre-
quently prefix the former, in performance
producing the effect known as the 'Scottish
snap/ A strathspey is always followed by a
quicker movement, termed a reel*

Stratification, the deposition of sediments

in parallel beds or layers by any agency or
process, generally by water, sometimes by
wind. The evidences of stratification in a
rock are, in general, the existence of continu-
ous divisional planes of great extent.

Stratigraphy, or Stratigraphical Geol-
ogy, is the branch of geology having to do
with the kinds, thicknesses, relations, age, and
interpretation of strata or rock of any kind-

Strato, or Straton, Greek philosopher,
a native of Lampsacus, was tutor of Ptolemy
Philadelphus, king of Egypt, and head of the
Peripatetic school at Athens from 288 to 270
B.C. He was famous for his study of natural
science and hence called himself Physicns.

Stratosphere, or Isothermal Layer, the
region of atmosphere extending outward from
the surface of the earth from a distance, at
our latitudes, of about seven miles up. Di-
rectly above the earth's surface is the tropo-
sphere, the atmospheric region at the bottom
of which we live. In it move the clouds
which we see and through which our airplanes
fly. At the equator it extends to a height of
about ten miles; at the poles, to only about
five miles. Within the troposphere the tem-
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perature decreases as the height increases. Be-
yond it lies the stratosphere, a deep layer of
atmosphere in which an intense and steady
cold prevails, a region where the air is too
thin to support human life, where no winds
blow and no clouds form. Into this region
man had never penetrated until within a
few years; but into it several daring voyages
have been made recently, with the prospect
of more in the near future. Balloons were
known to enter this region in 1901. The first
flights of man-carrying balloons were in 1929
and 1930 by Lieutenant Soucek, who ascend-
ed into its lower edge. Prof, Auguste Pic-